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a the 22 May what Freland nods Ee 
Fetonding YES vote tn the Marriage 
Epas Retremdum 

De NO carpaigners we doing their best to 
lin] propecia Caner they career 
About the Caldren you kao — bot te ets 
Sho vate would be arictory bor every bate 
oe phoke ndira egay 
fundamentalist 

It would leave every lesbian or gay person 
Erdei tsp ese tetyin iA aa 
and tha! deri ihe rhetoric were stil far from 
qual in 2s century Ireland. 

kwou aho bes wack foc ever 
sive causes every minority group a 
fet in the county 

And it would nat just be a question of Ireland. 
Ti alec of iene aea oar: pec 
ing internationally. Defeat in Ireland would be 
held up as a beacon by the religious right and 
the homophobes from Mississippi to Moscow 

Tnowing full well thatthe mgority of irish 
people having nothing against LGBT people 
Marrying the No campaign have deliberately 
prp coetuse pares ape bey mie m 
ndum is really about Childrens rights to han 
a mother and father. 


Hypocritical 

YP fhe referendum is passed, there will be 
children born in this country who will nev 
experience a mother's love: wrote Breda O'Brien 
of the Iona Institute in the Irish Times (21/4/15). 

This is deeply hypocritical because in reality 
it was the religious right and bigots who forcibly 
separated so many children from their parents 
for so long, along with confining young mothers 
to the Magdalen Laundries, denouncing them 


tllol the 


er since the explosion of mass resistance 
on the streets of Dublin last autumn the 
overnment has known it was in deep trouble 
‘ver water charges, They are still in deep trouble. 

Irish Water keeps putting a brave face on its 
programme of meter installation ludicrously 
claiming itis "head of schedule; but the truth is this 
programme has faced determined and successful 
resistance, In numerous areas not a single meter has 
been installed. 

And then there is the crucial question of 
non-payment. Itis clear that faced with mass non- 
payment by even a large minority, never mind a 
majority, Irish Water and the government will be in 

This is why both the government and Irish Water 
are resorting to crude bullying. They are desperate 
and they are panicking. But we should not panic ~ 
our postion is stong 

Alan Kelly is making threats about plans to 
introduce fast-track courts to deal with non-payers 
He needs them to be fast-track because he knows 
hes going to face mass non-payment. But the truth 
is however fast his special courts are they wil only 
scratch the surface of the hundreds of thousands 
Who arent going to py. 

And every court case will be a potential flashpoint 
for protest and defiance by the movement. 


Garda sion 

Another sign of the establishment panic has 
been random acts of Garda aggression against water 
meter protestors: 

For example on Parnell Rd near Harold's Cross 
last week the Garda, after weeks of a hands off 
approach to local communities, suddenly went in 
hard and arrested 15 peaceful resisters including 
Joan Collins TD and Cllr Pat Dunne. 

The Gardai were particularly vicious to one 


SUPPORT THE BUS WORKERS (See p.2)| 


cine 


aoa e 
ee 
made dependent on some test of their alleged 
a ee 
uor e paseo eae 


Bulli 


B G 


not disadvantaged. 


Twisted 

fa en ifie 
tee ee 
argue that poor people - whose children ARE 


not so it would be a 


disadvantaged compared the children of the 
middle classes - should not be allowed to marry 

Or perhaps the No campaigners want the 
working classes to be obliged to practice 
Contraception’ 

În fact the moment you substitute ANY other 
group black people, Catholics, Protestants, 
Jews whoever ~ for lesbians and gays in this 
argument the outrageous bigotry involved in 
denying the right to marry becomes clear. 

‘And ihe real position of the fona Institute and 
Breda O'Brien was revealed in an interview she 
did with Niamh Horan, when she said i gays 
‘want to live a Christian way of life, like all un 

couples, they should abstain from sex 
ors all the talk about children ia 
diversion injected into the debate by people who 
ever campaign over childrens yal needs — like 
not to bein poverty, to decent housing, health 
fare and education — but only about clinging 
‘on to their old prejudices. A 
The truth is this referendum is about one 
thing: equality, 

Even i personally you disagree with marriage 
and have no desire to get married you should 
still vote YES because this is about equal rights 
and an end to discrimination. is x 

Even if you hate the government and all its 
works from the bail-out to the water charges 
You should still vote YES because this about 
Equality 

Same sex marriage is gaining ground across 
the world. Itis now legal counties as diverse 
as Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Portugal, South 
Africa and Uruguay and in 38 US states from 
Alaska to Florida via Vermont and Missouri 
Song with 22 Native American tribal jurisdic 
tions: Ireland should join them 


protesto Sofan Mari Sofan ecu ho "The 
threw me to the ground, pepper sprayed me in the 
face handled me very igh and also verbally 
abused me in the station, as well as confiscating my 

Violet Rankin. who lives on Parnell Rd. 
witnessed this atack which she described as 
horrific and also noted how the gardai oughly 
manhandled a woman on the protest. Violet was 
so appalled by what she saw that she immediately 
Joined the protest. 

However, i the attack was an attempt to 
intimidate or deter the resistance it was a complete 
failure. 

The community responded with a strong 
demonstration in the evening which marched from 
Sundrive Garda Station to Crumlin Station and 
there was a big turnout at the protest nest moring 
Irish Water, by contrast. was nowhere to be seen and 
Bave not so far returned 


st firm and staying si 
siret meng toga the boycot and the 


Kieran Allen on 
Siteserv: Page 2 


< a 
Michael Wallace on Climate 
Change is Now: Pages 4&5 


2 sector werter 


AS Socialist Worker goes 
to press the Denis O'Brien 
Sileserv scandal is growing 
by the day. 

‘As a result of persistent 
questioning by Kathleen 
‘Murphy TD more informa- 
tion about this dodgy deal 
is coming out and demands 
for a full public inquiry are 
‘mounting. Enda and Co. are 
clearly on the back foot. 

But the story is not new. 
We reprint here the report 
on the scandal posted by 
Socialist Worker's KIERAN 
ALLEN three years ago on 
17 May 2012. 


ine Gael’ favourite busi 
nessman, Denis O' Brier 
has moved into the water 


metering business. The move 
comes ahead ofa new offensive 
by the government to meter as 
many houses as possible before 
ing for waler. 

(O'Brien paid €45 million to 
take control of Siteserv, a com: 
pany which has been described 
as an infrastructure and utili- 
ties support services’ business 
But one is divisions is in cil 
engineering and includes water 
networks rehabilitation / water 

(riers deal hasalready run 
into considerable controversy 

The company had reported 
debts of €144 million and one 
Of its chief lenders was Anglo 
Trish bank 

This toxic bank, which has 
swallowed up over €29 billion 
itor the taxes of Irish people 
agreed to write off debt to facili 
tale the purchase by O' Brien. 
Tis believed that Just over €100 
million was written ofl, 

Siteserv itself describes what 
happened 

Anglo Irish or IBRC agreed 
to accept payment ofan amount 
which sess than the full amount 
owed by the Group 

Without this agreement fom 
IBRC the proposed disposal would 
not be capable of implementation 


and it is likely that Shareholde 
‘would not have realised any retur 
on their investment 

But this only begs the question: 
why should shareholders of an 
indebted company eta return 
on their investment’ when they 
owed millions to a state owned 
bank? 

The total pay out to share 
holders of Siteserv amounts to 
appreximatly€5 million. But why 
was this money not gathered in to 
help pay off Anglos debt? 

Other aspects of the deal are 
equally intriguing 


Rival 
A rival French company, Altrad, 
has claimed that it was des 
an opportunity to make anol 
for Slesery even though iw 
prepared to pay €60 milion for 
The company 

‘One of its seni 
even attended 
Shareholders meeting 


us workers are absolutely 
B tt strike over the NTA 

ational Yanspr Aor) 
proposal to tender out 10% af 
Din Bs and Bus Eireann routes. 
Despite NTA clans tha ths 
wil be handed routes currently 
pete semi ntcorpele 
‘Ea even banded the buses at are 

nly owned by the niate 
the WTA cla tat they wil 
Mii anar abria 
ered to mone nt new pd 
engage toe 
tives vil bane NO guarantee og 
teen coir sy rales 
Pension schemer and cbs 
medical and ravel lites wil be 


‘Owen Mecom 
1, Dublin Bos driver 


noru J 


ing process is to hammer 


the gathering that they had been 
ke tf the dark about the deal. 
Right the way through January 
andthe middle of March we were 
old very clearly. 
was notior sale. an 
ifthere was anything coming out 
TIl come and talk ab hats 
Nein, the Alte 


the company 
doit w 


ness has been to rely on state 
and com 
cady received 


the ESB 


proáts can be f 


meters, This is money that could 
have been much better used t 
fix the leaking pipe system which 
looses up to 40% af treated water 
But metering makes way 


shone and 


privatisation - and more profits 
For the likes of O'Brien 

Which is why Fine Gael and 
its former chief fundraiser, and 
current environment Minister, 
Phil Hogan, like it best. 


0’ Brien’s links with 
Fine Gael 
Between March 1995 and June 
1996 Denis O' Brien (or one of 
his companies) supported 14 Fine 
sing events at which 
72,140 was handed over to the 
ty either personally of through 


Last year the Moriarity tribunal 
which was set up to investigate 
politicians found that 

ir O'Brien made or facilitated 
payments to Michae 

'rmer FG minister 
sd £572,000 and supported a 
an for a further €304,000 
observed 

Ttis beyond doubt that..Mr 
ry imparted substantive 


ad 


The Siteserv scandal retums 


information to Mr O'Brien, of 
igniicant value and assistance 
to him in securing a Telecom's 
licence 

Despite this O'Brien's connec 
tions with Fine Gael continue to 
this day. Enda Kenny recently ap- 
peared with him at the New York 
Stock Exchange and has defended 
his participation in other forums 

Unperturbed by any criti 
cism O'Brien has recently been 
attempting to gain control of the 
media 


ue 


m this it can now be added 
that the Siteservdeal is part 
of a pattern. In recent years 
Denis O’Brien has also re- 
ceived write downs when 
buying Topaz and the Beacon 
Hospital. No wonder he's one 
of ireland richest capitalists, 
whose fortune has risen mas- 
sively during the austerity 
years. 


The Government plan to hand 


wer 10% will not end there, While 
Labour is aiming their influence i 
CGoverninent has sopped any farther 
eatin. the ey th tranche 
St routes wil be just the first if the 

is plan. They will 


NTA sacceed in 
move to tender out ether routes by 
2019 and use the same justifications 

U lawes and greater efcency-for 


Tact the proposals il do noth- 
ing for publi transport 
entra bus or journey wil be added 


public transport in Dublin ør the 
South East 
All that will happen is a private 


drivers on re 


to the hare 
rote private o 


Did You 
Know? 


The world's expersich 
bad betwee $21 
trälion and $32 trilion 

ot wealth hidden in tax 

Havens by the end of 2010. 

This asteun ding figare is 


Populatia 
tect example ef 
feature of capitalism 
an poverty and inequality 
Explodes serosa the world. 


Poverty statisties were 
hed, 
The vast majority of 
seinceme Amerie: 
turing 
‘contrast, US milita 


by malnutrition, ie 22,000 
every day. Thats 7.7 milion 
children ying needleehy 
teach year while the rieh 


Bus workers are right to strike 
TRU J] "ji il 


il 


Galand Fianna Pailand digracefully 
upported by the Labour Party. The 
NTA claims t conducted research that 
proves the tendering policy works and 
Eltes a report it paid Ernst and Young 
to conduct. Ernst & Young are the 
consultants who gave Anglo Irish 
Banks a glowing report before they 
destroyed the economy 

'Bus workers strike plans have rat- 
Ad this government 

They ean stop the privatisation of 
‘these routes by a sustained cay 
ofindustrial action and awider cam- 
ign against the privatisation agenda 
h aight can win support from 


rkers can bring the spirit 
f the waler charges campaign into 
the labour movement and heip oll 


lander threat as well. 
The entire purpose of the competi- 


unions workers pay and conbtions 
and introduce the Kind of works 


This is wha the Fine 


back years of austerity and anti worker 


tive The moveis part of e privatisation 


and neoliberal policy“ beloved by Pine 
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Anti-Water Charge 
campaigners say 


ocialist Worker in- r 
terviewed a number 
oF antiwater charges 
campaigners on their 


attitude tø the Marriage Equal- 
iy referendum and found 
strong support for a YES vote, 
E Councillor John Lyons of 
People Before Proft who bas 
played a major role in the move- 
ment on Dublins north side 
made a call for a YES vote from 
the platform at the large Bin the 
Bills Demonstration on the 18 
April 
He said he did so because he 
was ‘conscious of the fact that 
anger at the government might 
some people to ote no or 
abstain, 
‘We need to vote in favour of 
sive legllation as one 
along the road to making 
nd a society of equals 
M'Kay Larry irom Ayrfield and 
Rathvale Against Water Charg 
‘essa, Tam confident the large 
majority of antiwater charges 
campaigners will vote YES be 
cause they are intelligent people 
Wwhoarentjustanti-government MAnd Samantha Byrne 
but can tell the difference be- who has also campaigned as a 
tween a good policy and a bad Home Help added, ‘Society has 
policy, changed and we need to be ac 
AÑ the children ofthe nation cepting of this 
should be treated equally There is no, justification for 
M Maeve Kennedy from Don- discrimination 
pevcarney and Kilester Says MGio Kenny fom 
No to Watercharges said ‘Its Clondalkin Meter Watch said, 
imperative we vote YES to show ‘Water charges, have been the 
equality for all cutting edge of a major move: 
"By voting no you are dis- ment against austerity and this 
criminating against a section of has really politicised people. 
the community The idea of equality has been 


Beyond marriage equality 


TaT 
p 
Thre hasbeen mucideco | "The odin 

la on the ue of marriage ast vans children, forcing tbem 
equity and bele I say any more | twa nt they are 16 belore they 
iel me maket dear that Tamma | may tnstion and even then only 
ourse campaigning fara YES vote. | wil parents consent 

However i seems to methat- | > Tis forces people togo 
the discussions around mariage | through the harrowing experience 
eguali havebecometheony | afa puberty at odds wth ir 
dikcassonsthatmany LGBTQ | identity which would have been 
activistsarehaving;thisisa | easly preventable wih hormone 
problem. We sha sume | Sipe 
marriage equality the nly Tenderer people. those who 
Tetsu pangna | identi estas mace a 
tacilyaceptingtesourend goal. | have no eos to have their 
Tks important look at those | oncinary gender recognised and 

isues which are being pushed | it seems unlikely that they wil any 
otie deas ies times o 

laced on marriage equali: Bi phobia and bi-erasure are stil 
ieman manpiheme | poeren en rey ied sad 
is tans people erent long | wih bë people being discriminated 
verdas Gender Recognition MiL | against s both sagt and gay 
ites not ft fot purpose. | eies along with exalt being 
Thisbilconinuestomedkaise | conten writen out by he 


Sara | trans people by forcing them to 
Hieren | taina doctors approval before 
transitioning 


Towards Left Unity - 


epee ra 


Que <al formation linked tothe | 
13 the Trade ‘water charges campaign: 
Unions involved in | to the left of Sinn Fein. 


Right2Water are hosting In advance of the confer- 
contest diasin ae | secs Pople Melee Pe, 
olite inative the Anti Austerity Alliance, 
We) Brendan Young, Eddie 
e eara 
Maynooth indicates that | ent lefts are planning to issue 
there would strong popular | a statement welcoming this 
cone pepe en | plemame pepe be 


W Anas Doyle from Wicklow 
Meter Watch felt 


to eave the country 
their sexuality 
‘We need equality and accep- 
tance of everyone 
M Brendon Condron, a cam- has been engaged in as part ofa 
paigner with Crumlin Says No, drive to secure a fair and equal 
Equal: society for all, a YES vote will 
ity is not just about men and abso strike a blow for a fair and 


insisted, It's about 


media. 

These are jast a handil of 
sues ttyl not be soed on 
May22-'simportat aot 
falzasciowlockatmarge, | ination: 
origins and mie in socks 
a vile Throughout much 
ice anarninge was an entrene | ere hereof mariage has 
pein wach 
dined he wieespoperyof | odes sach ange parents ia 
the band 

Mared women had wept | ht bin w bad sociated 
rights and their economic postion | childcare. So marriage is not the 
pras entineiyat e behest fcr | pinnad of esl leat. 
husband. 

Ate ihe victories earr 
feminisma mariagehas become | pe for rights egaal 1o thone hat 
pan fis ta aei l a e a 
= teprbiaticone Mariage 
remains an institution based largely | based on straight capitalist ideas 
peepee 
padidino tne [icant wiley ont 
fered in 

“ss problemati fora 
aber of eee hear wto 
bot tio esis 


central to that. A YES vote is es- women or black and white ~ its 


quality for alli TII be voting 
vis S 


sionally Shay LEstrange, also fom 
ice Te the ‘Crumlin coplg, st 


forced a direct link between the wa 


ause of ter charges movement and the 


marriage equality issue: 
‘Just as the fight against wa- 
ter charges and privatisation 


marriage are excluded from certain 
see ox vto 
may deserted the can 
ornet be fred int the 


Along with this the movement 
oí reproduction and childcare into 


become the norm, thus leming 


very dick position they would 


The problem with fighting for 
legal equality is that you have to 


This is a system that has been 
of justice. fwe wish to attain 
jist to fight for reforms but to 
challenge the system as whole. Two 


ay pts hex we socii Iberan 
and economi eration. 


Al poop lt atin sat be 
gimme eal ret 

‘and Derek Mac an Ucatee 
of Drinnen Agina he We 
fe Tur kao Septal aboot 
fee fotacti of marrige bat 
Saw the need ra YES vee TÈ 
ke pl ah ge 
nied a ssh 
fey 
õele DeBhairduin of the 
Teh Tener Movement put 
the whole se ina wider fis 
fecal and haiman conte 

ia: emne 1 tba bo 
things 

“he frst is the legal standing 
esi heen ol acon ee 
ing trom a somewhat archaic 
diisionary device to an em 
bracing lepal contract, not on 
the basis of sex, but on the ind 
vidual wills of two people 

"The second is cheating act 
alized quai. 

the equally that challenges 
E SDAR AA mrOU JENE 
performante and tae wat 
P teles, the equality that seeks 
to De realised in all aspects of 
eal odar pl ge e A N AR 
feof their sexuality Ser or perianal orientation and 
B Deirdre Wadding of Right identity, 
Water Weaford and a People On’ the 22nd of May we 
Before Profit Councilor includ: have an opportunity, a real op 
eda point for those who dont portunity. one thal wil echo 
want fo marry atali To the generations to come as 

Use your vote to giveallcou- resoundingly as it wil ino 
ples the same ange of opani riting youth and long margin 
Ender the law. If you dont be- alised peers, 1o move beyond 
levein marriage, dont marry. the passive it of tolerance but 

if you hate the government to the wonderland ail 
dont ae that to punish our human aot of celebration. Love 
LGBTQ brothers and sisters, matters 


Even ifthe marriage 
ua referendum pases, 
wach n hopefully wl. 
Bomaphobia wil not go 
away. Our abilty to bve and 
interact in the world will 
still be limited by hatred and 
discrimination. we wish 
to change this we must loak. 
a the root causes of homophobia. 
feelingsof powerlessness and | liberation, What is the point 
alienation in society în being free to practice our 

These case people tolashout | sexuality if we are so constricted by 
against othesin ondertofeela | economics that we have no time to 
sense of control. explore or enjoy i? 

Instead of just trying to stop HE we wish to have a society 
them lashing out at usand where people can really ive how 


We must also look at economic 


haning these kedingsoncemore | they choose we must make humans 
ride we mia chang toda exper tp 
Soe wa a rather than everything simp 
people lod they arepartidpating | serving tae needs of rol 
eligi Fot move aricles st ips 
Tivodimcmanial | iberatoncamnpuiga verip 
feedrefdemcarysad | cond 
fing wcslaserwechaet |" Ortoptiorcired inad uson 
Eeron Facebook or text 0872767405 


Labour or Fianna Fail and tion should also commit to 
Eei e 
debt with a willingness to rights, including marriage 
a pes eer eemctetery 
Err fee berber 
‘Tt should support public (ism and the scapegoating of 
Sees pee eee 


‘of ordinary people, envi- "The statement will also 
ronmental protection and [stress the massive opportu- 
provide proper jobs. nity opening up for the left 


They argue the new forma- |in the present situation, 


Hsocialism§1.01 


Jobn Molyneux 


“We should look after 
our own first” 


This is a commonly 
expressed sentiment. 
On the tace otit, it 
sounds like common 
‘sense. And also 
there's a way in which 
we dont have much 
choice about it, 

‘We can look after our 
«hlldren or our parents 
butwe cant, atleast 
not personally, look 
afterall children or all 
old people and so on. 

But there's also 8 
serious problem with 
this, ve are sways 
looking ater our own 
frst then there those 
who are not ‘our own’ 
will never get looked 
after at all They mill, 
Just be lett to die 
homeless in doo 
to starve in Calcutta 
or dronn in the 
Mediterranean ~ and 
that's not OK either. 

5o in dealing 
with this idea the 
frst thing we have 
to do is distinguish 
between what we 
an do personaly, os 
Individuals, and what 
con and should be 
done ws a society, as 
publie polity 
As individuals we 
tan be kind but we 

‘tall take homeless 
people into our houses, 
But we ean and 
should have s society 
that provides decent 
housing for all We 

anand should have 
society that doesn’t 
bandon a whole layer 
‘ofthe population to 
deprivation. 

‘Clearly this is tar 
from the esse in 
ireland today and tor 
from the ease inthe 
world today. 

‘Who are ‘our own’? 
Then there's 
another question and 
‘that is whe do we 
‘mean by ‘our own’? 
"t could mean just 
‘ourimmediste famiy 
or does it mesn our 
neighbours? And where 
do our neighbours 
begin and end? Is it our 
street, our village, our 
Brea, our town? Or is it 
our county? 


‘Actually one of the 
main ways in which 
“looking after our own’ 
Is used today is to refer 
to the Irish people’ or 
‘the irish nation’ In this 
Use of the phrase ‘our 
cov’ are contrasted, 
to foreigners’ be they 
the poor of Afriea or 
migrant workers in 
Dublin, or retugees 
Aeeing mar and 
disaster, 

And, of course, the 
same thing i sai in 
‘America or Britain or 
France or Russia ete 

This sw view of the 
‘world which socialists 
challenge. It sees the 
main division of the 
World as being between 
different nations and 
nationalities and it 
suggests or assumes 
that all the people of a 
particular nation share 
a common interest 

The recent history 
of ireland ~ and 
everywhere elie ~ 
shows this i not the 


Golden Circle 

Enda Kenny and the 
Golden Circle who run 
Ireland do not have 
the same interests 95 
the ordinary people of 
Dublin, Waterford or 
Cark ~ and they don’t 
ovem in our interests 
ether. 

The 1% of 
millonsires and 
bilonsires on Wall St 
and in Washington who 
rule America don’t have 
the same interest as 
the poor of Washington 
DC arthe black people 
of Ferguson orthe 
Workers of Wisconsin. 

David Cameron 
and his cabinet of old 
Etonians in Britain 
don't govem in the 
interests of their ‘own 
people in Tottenham or 
Hackney, never mind 
Burley or Newcastle. 

Them and us 

The simple fat is 
‘that in terms of ving 
standards and ie style 
~ and frequently 
amitudes as meli ~ Irish 
‘ordinary ie. working 


class people have 
‘much more in common 
with working people 
from Greece or Poland, 
Nigeria or North Africa 
than they do with 
Denis O'Brien, David 
Drumm, Enda Kenny 
or Bertie Aheme. And 
ordinary toreigners’ 
from Greece orthe 
Middle East have more 
in common with Inish 
‘working people than 
they do withthe fat 
cats who rule their 
countries 

Not only do we have 
similar Iving stand 
but we alsa have the 
same basic interests. 
Our rulers and bosses 
don't want us to see 
this. They want us to 
see working people 
of other countries as 
rivals so that we work 


in order to compete 
‘th them and in the 
process increase their 
protts. 

The rulers and 
bosses of other 
countries want their 
markers to do the 
Same, so we all race to 
the bottom while they 
race to the top. The rich 
ant us to undercut 
‘each other so that they 
tan enrich themselves, 

In fact, workers 
in Chinese factories 
det wage increases 
‘or migrant workers 
in ireland get decent 
pay this wil benef all 
workers everywhere 
Similar ifthe people 
of Greece are able to 
resist the Troika and 
Ket a debt write donn 
this will help us do the 

‘This is why socialists 
regard working people 
of sli countries as ‘our 
omn’, as our sisters 
and brothers, and the 
ry 


‘own’ but our enemies. 
This is why we are 
intemationslists not 
nationalists and why 
Manes basie slogan 
was Workers of the 
rid unter 


Climate Chz 


Michael Wallace explains why tł 


reland basenjoyed a relatively quiet win- rainstorm dumped seven years worth of Miami, Florida, Neary 100 million people 
ter but in carly 2014, the country was water in just 24 hours onto the Atacama in 30 states sutlered under brutal cold and 

lashed by extreme storms that caused Desert in northern Chile. Worsened by endless snow pile-ups. 
record tides, severe looding and damage melting snow from the nearby Andes ~ But while the east froze the west coast 
to homes and lives Mountains, many smallvillages and town burned. For the fourth consecutive year, 
While these storms have receded for were destroyed leaving 26 dead. 125 miss- extreme drought plunged California into 
now; other parts of the world are being ing and 3000 alecto bythe wont Hoods criss. With rainfall and snowblat record 
By extreme weather directly in 8) years los snd sweeping acros the atte 


hammered 
linked to a warming planet. Extreme In Anstralia, falling rainfall levels, high —at higher than average rates,scientisis have 
weather events are a major consequence temperatures and drought created bushfires calculated this year to be the area' driest 
of dimate change. and theyarebecoming that raged across the continent. Cutbacks in 434 years. 


more frequent. powerful and erratic tofreighting services and funding to deal Calilornia has just one years water sup 
ERSA e A a a 
Series ot disasters dem worse. even the oldest of water backup supplies 


In February 2014 the UK washitbydev- Two massive cyclones also devastated “groundwater: could soon be gone after 

astating floods resulting from the heaviest areas of northern and eastern Australia, the reservoirs dry up. 

winter rainfall in 248 years. In the same leaving many homeless. Thousands were In July the strongest typhoon in 40 

month Tokyo was hit by the worst snow left to fend for themselves with littleorno years struck Southern China killing 16 

storm in 45 years government support. This was the first and affecting 3 million people. Then in 
In March. the South Pacific islands of time twin cyclones af this intensity struck September ranging monsoon floods in 

Vanauweredevastedbyooealthemost Australa Pakistan killed more than 440 people and 

powerful storms in history. A massivecy~ As Australia burned, North America left tens of thousands homeless, 

done flattened 9% ofall buildings leaving froze. February 2015 was the coldestmonth = Meanwhile Brazil experienced both re- 

2a people dead and 3000 more homeesz. gn recond for many cities including New cord flooding in the Amazon basin and 
March also saw mudiiows and fash York. ascoldair normally experienced over drought in the south. 

floods inthe works driest desert. A freak the polar region reached as far south as These events are just some examples of 

a pattern of increasingly chaotic weather 
= alten produced by an overal rise in 
temperatures. 


Climate Data 

‘Two US government agencies, NASA 
and the National Oceanic and Atmosphere 
‘Administration (NOAA) reported in 
Janay that 2014 vas the Earths warmest 
recorded year since records began. This 
is the 38° consecutive ear that annual 
global temperatures rose above average, 
‘while nine of the top ten warmest yearsin 
thelast 135 years has happened since 2000. 

And, as 99% of scientists recognise, 
‘what causes this long-term warming is 
the greenhouse effect produced by the 
burning of fossil fuels such as oil, natural 
gas and coal. 


inge is Now 


e world’s weather is going crazy 


The damage caused by the endless burn- 
ing of fossil fuels is highlighted by the fact 
that the amount of carbon dioxide concen- 
trations in the atmosphere is now higher 
than at any time in the las 650,000 years. 


The link to capitalism 

There sa direct k between allo this 
and captain 

The burning of sil fuels is central to 
pool capitalis energy needa. Seven of 
the top ten words ret corporations we 
dant pas companies char ancl, 
which bas revene of 3496 hillon an 
ty Along with other fost fuel ans 
ike Royal Dutch Sheil, BP and Sinopec 
Group (hey collectively made proti of 
S900 Bilion between 2001-10, 

Th inn iy kay 
serions stempla cling glob warmi 
Ey etoying ollicans fones dama 
sence del and downplaying climate 
destrction in order to protect thelr mas 
Se pro 


California drought and the 
fracking boom 

Another hctor n is cris has been the 
stampede foiland as energy corporations 
into California over the last few years to 
Betin on the new hydraulic facking boom: 

‘Fracking involves blasting huge amounts 
cof water into the earth to telese pockets 
of natural gas and oil. 

This unregulated and destructive pro- 
ces that the Sates politicians Bave eagerly 
embraced sucked up 70 million gallons of 
Water last year 

Theil companiesin Callie 
also pumping contaminated water con- 
taining radioactive material and arsenic 
into reservoirs and groundwater supplies 
sige niet drought esa 

Air pollution and peoples health are 
alge bang afeciod ts sana of the 790 


chemicals used in the fracking are cans 
ing serious illnesses for local populations. 
including severe organ damage, infe 

birth defects and cancer, And of coume the 
extraction and burning of al this oil and 
natural gas causes further global warming 
and extreme weather. 

Nestle. the world's largest food corpora- 
tion, are getting in on the act too: While 
ordinary residents of California are hav 
ing severe water restrictions imposed on 
them, Nestle are extracting undisclosed 
amounts of the precious resource from 
several local wells to sell for profit as bot 
tied water. Unsurprisingly. the chairman 
of Nestle, Peter Brabeck-Lemanthe. recently 
declared that water in not a buman right 
and should be privatised. 

What links all these phenomena is the 
systematic sacrifice of the planet and äts 
people for the sake of profi 


It's not too late 

The fact that numerous climate confer 
coche ended in lire shovs ht a 
‘word dominated by rival competing capi 
talist nations cannot solve the problem af 


climate change and the extreme weather 
its bringing about 

‘And we are running out of time. 
According to scientists, global greenhouse 
fas erin wl comine bo increase over 
the next few decades by between 50 and 
Sioa done 

This will kad to apocalyptic environ 
sentsi consequences for the world, with 
some regions sulfering flooding, others 
drought. complete meting of the polar caps 
and dangerous sealevel ises threatening 

Food and water shortages will worsen, 
as unstoppable increases in Gebal tempere 
tures wl eventually make large pars o 
the planet uninhabitable. Extreme weather 
weil become the new normal 

This nightmarish future doesnt have to 
tappen. An ageing economic pes run 
bya uny wealthy elte hell-bent on desta 
ton in the name of short term prot mast 
be overthrown and radical social political 

tat place the earth resources in 

the hands ofthe working most be impie: 
mented. kts not too late to win such a world 
Bat we need to start fighting for it ow! 


Eamonn 
McCann 
says 


British 
Labour hits 
new low 


IN its unprincipled desperation | High Commissioner for Refugees 
to win vates, the British Labour | representative in Italy, says 
Party has made mugs of ent | that “antimmigrant rhetoric 


raciste within ite ranks. from politicians 
Controls on Immigration”, including Bri 


ross Europe, 


reads the slogan running around | attempts to Introduce 


zoffee mug promoted bythe | search-and-rescue operations 
party as election merchandise. | in the Mediterranean thatwould 
A fiver a time for using save large numbers of migrant 
Immigrants as scapegoats forthe | lives 
country’s ils. Labour, like the rest, puts 
There are no cups or pistes | mtie value on the Ives ofArabs 
inscribed with “Controls on and Africans as was accorded 
Banking.” or “Controls on Police” | them inthe days of Empire 


or “Controls on Domestic 
Abusers” 

Tens of thousands 
perish inthe 
Mediterranean 
as they ty 
desperately to 
escape poverty, 
conflict and feat 

‘All Miliband snd 
Labour can offer is 

ledge that few 
who survive will be 
allowed to set foot in 
Britain 

There's a daft bat 
called Katie Hopkins on the 
loose who has suggested 
thatthe way to deter boats 
overiaden with mi 
to send in gunbot 
them 

Writers in the respectable 
conservative magazine, the 
Spectator, have eagerly agreed 
and rubbished as “bleeding The ills which afflict Africa and 
hearts” anyone who takes a the Middle Eost today and prompt 
diferent vien. miliona to put their Ives at risk 

The Spectator crowd will have | have resulted from a combination 
fetthe more comfortable in their | of colonialism, new conflicts 
racism forthe factthat allthe | arising from Western military 
British mainstream parties have | adventures and the collapse 
bought into the lie thata hard | of local economies under the 
line on immigration is essential in | impact of repressive terms of 
order to hold onto white working- | trade and structural adjustment 
class votes programmes. 

Butthere it no resson to The boats foundering in the 
believe that working-class Mediterranean are carrying 
people of ary background would | people already victimized over 
automatically or at all ghuttheir | and over by Western imperialism, 
rs to a policy of welcoming On an adjacent issue: that 

uitra-respectable body the 
ttisn't that the rational Institute for Fiscal Studies, on 
argument on immigration i the basis of studying the various 
being rejected by the mass of the | manifestos, says that, behind the 


people. rhetoric, Tory, Labour, and Lib- 
The argumentisn'tbeing Dems sil envisage spending cuts 

made as deep and devastating after the 
instead, Miliband, Cameron | election as before. 

and Clegg are tripping over None ofthem offers an end to 

one another so as notte be austerity. 

outftanked by Ukip on the right ‘Which is why all of them sre 
On the BBC's “Newsnight” complicit in derying the humanity 

onApril 22nd, a spokesperson | of migrants, 


for the Confederation of British 
Industry said that net oniy had 
immigration not harmed the 
British economy, the economy 
would have been in deeper dire 
strats without it 

Buteven a capitalist argument 
for immigration cuts no ice with 
a party ike Labourwhich has no 
Principles left and therefore no 
strategy other than scrambling 
in the gutter for any grubby vote 
going 

Laurens Jolles, United Nations 


G sectaet werter 


The Casualisation of Irish Labour 


The Dunnes Stores strike highlighted the problem of Zero-hours contracts and casualisation. 
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Zero Hours: Victory in New Zealand 


Brian O’ Boyle shows this is part of a general trend 


Flexil 
Why di 
limitations, fulltime work affords peo- 
ple a degree of security to allow them 
to plan their lives and their futures. 

Ít ofen comes with important ben 
fts including pension rights, pa 
olidays, promotional opportunities 
id protection from dismissal 
Those on part-time/casual, co 
tracts have very few, if any, of these 
benefits. Work is often low paid, inse 
cure and badly protected. 

Workers can be sacked relatively 
easily with the lexibility imposed on 
employees helping to generate ext 
profits for employer: 


i mate ee is 


The personal effects of such ar 

rangements are all too predictable 
According to Mandate, 30% of their 

respondents a that they were nd 


difficult to feed th 


40% found it impossible to cover their 
whil ted to 


b insecurity is be 
ing all-too- widespread. 


y at the 


Dunnes 
strike, one woman explained the ef 
fects of casualisation on her life 

T have worked in Dunnes for 12 


Austerity 
"Ths tubes ved haiena 
by chance. In 2008, te Irish Business 
24d Employers Coniederadon (IEC) 
Sped thet the gaat coe ofthe 
Sees a oe a bk ct 
coeeetticees Tis ea lacs 
Pieris fc es wend tote dow 
ees aie a orice Once 
inderstanding the signals, the gov 
Tsim mortal tare is 
tion: Over the course ofthe fast seven 
years the Siste has cut publi sce 
Tory bien pe pe On tp of 
this, it has drawn up a series ofa 
four action pole? (APs) and 
lament te protection emociced 
‘rth int Labour Commies LCS). 
The cumulative eect of thes: pa 
tei lane been drantig, Lele at 
was the LAME Insel of receiving 
eal sles =. 
tre bring conditioned 1o bees teat 
paid employment is a privilege that 
aleia 
rrenty there are-around 6300 
poopie srw wil eat iy 
ESE on laos action Pe 


grammes more generally. This repre- 
Sents the extreme end of casualisation 
as employers often receive free labour 
period of up to 9 months with no 
obligation to hire anyone at the end of 
Joint Labour Committees tradition 
ally protected workers in precarious 
sectors such as hotels, hairdressing 
and retail. Reducing pay needed em: 
plays consent and wages were slight 
y higher than would otherwise have 


Under the Industrial Relations 
Amendment (2012), employers can 
now plead poverty to escape the rules 
of TLCs. Sunday pay and premium 
rates have also been scrapped, whilst 
futur will have to take into ac 
count factors such as competitiveness 
and rates of employment and unem- 
ployment 


European Monetary 
Union 

Driving this casualisation is the 
logic of what economists call ‘inter 
nal devaluation. Yet once again this 
is merely a euphemism for reducing 
wages to escape the crisis, 

Prior to monetary union, govern- 
ments had a variety of tools to achieve 
this goal. They could (1) borrow to 
fund new technologies and R&D, (2) 
reduce the costs of business loans 
through expanding the supply of 
money and/or (3) sake thelr exports 
cheaper by making their currency lose 
Some of its value 

Under the rules of the monetary 
union none af these policy tools are 
currently available. Pn 
EMU onan 

the 
noe fie 


action ex designed 10 make li 

Instead of well-paid and secure em- 
ployment, EMU demands that gov 
fernments attack pay and conditions 
a8 the only means of regaining com: 
petitiveness, Casualisation is therefore 
likely to worsen so long as we remain 
trapped within the prison of the Eu- 
rozone, 


ve won a major victory against job insecurity and 
nder employment 

Workers st Restaurant Brands, which owns KFC, Pizza 
Hut, Cars and Starbucks stores in the county, will vote 
ona ew collective agreement wrapping zero hou contracts 
The agreement, vich takeselect va ahs guarantees sat 0 
percent thar wacked overa three-month period 

The victory Ås the product of a nine year dustrial 
(campaign led by the mittant Unite Union, which represents 
E000 mostly yong workers a hechain 
InFbruary, workers a the Wendy’ chain walked out 
against management tht of paid day oft. 
nt argues tha company abuse of rostering is enabled 
bythe denial fob scary under aero hour contracts 
According to Unite organiser oc Carolan, “in ran other 
counies across the worl companies are increasing their 
e of lero hours. This is realy Bucking the trend". > 
Unite is planning t erlend its campaign against 
precarious contracts to the rest ot he industry with Burger 
King led following sait in banning zero hours, 
orker bave voted bor sirike action at McDonalds and 

Wendy’sas part ofthe International Day of Action for Fast 
Food Workers 

Joe Carolan says “this is whata fighting union led by 
socialists looks like.” ee 

Workers have sent a message of solidarity lo Dunnes 
workers being victimised for ring against precarious 
Contracts inland 


pas fast food workers in New Zealand 


ID Mick Wilaeeand he Daly ofthe courte cc, highlight a mach greier wrong, 
face the prospect of going tojail ` | Mick Wallace told eportersand | the breaching of Insh neutrality by 
afier boih dered ihat they n walnt | supporters woul pay hatine | making Shannon avilable to ÙS 
27 €4,000 in fines imposed on them | to save my aira for he 
Ss Daio NonhTD Chre Day | altama itary 
They were found guilty at agred. ase aad ary plectre 
Banis Distt Court breaching rE ee e ater 
airport regulations when entering | a financial contribution to a siate © | countries) 
a restricted area at Shannon airport | which allows this behaviour to ‘Socialist Worker applauds their 
last aly and fned €2000 each,” | continue (at Shannon); shesaid | principled stand and condemns 
"theJadgehas given them tee | The issue involved’ that Day | the hypocrisy ofa government that 
pontisto pay apd tiupstened 30 | and Wallace, ke Margaretha prepares to celebrate the centenary 
days in prison f they do not D'Arcy before them, breached | ofa revolt against empire while 
However speakingonthesteps | airport regulations in orderto | deliberately violating Irish neutrality 


Seciatist Weer T 


TTIP — the trojan horse trade agreement 


Tie Wake out nuclear power after the Fukushima 


e 
the US and The EU have been "g Swedish utility Vattenfall is suing 
Tess in bilateral talis on a TTIP FACTS | oe iy Watton bu 
ee eee 7 Interaatignal Centre for Seilement of 
Pedea grkat pa & FIGURES imes dapi. Vaten seeing 
Heavyweights that represent 40% of goed by the US Company Lame Pi 
global GDP combines e 
The main aim of T TIP (Transatlantic 
‘Trade & Investment Partnership) is to e because the Canadian government de- 
tional corporations the tob foe capanna i vend DY 
Tae commenced tls month SON of Ina Wage i ie A pa i 
Taint ec inion, Bonet inne TH nztitions are sue 
It sounds all above board at a glance Then imagine the unions tried to get 


other restrictive barriers that would €47 billion in damages. 
Resources for $230 millon via NAFTAS 
dlereguate and lif barriers that would cided to have a moratorium on fracking, 
The Chief EU Negotiator represent these “courts” 
ing the 28 E.U. States, Commissioner Another risk of TTIP is labour rights 
Katel De Gucht is heading the ninth 0 ‘The French multinational Veolia sued 
the participants involved nthe aks Bear in mind Veolia run the Luas 
Europe and the American Chamber of cessfully concluded and agreement is 
good orjobs growth, stabili boosting a pay rise for their members? Or the 
i 


nuclear disaster in Japan and now the 
Inhibit trade between the two global nein “The Canadian government is being 
similar investor dispute settlement clause 
restrict the potential profits of transna- ‘Needles io say the taxpayer picks up 
round of secret negotiations which the Egyptian government for raising the 
are lobbyists for multinational corpo. lines in Dublin. 
Commerce. reached. 
economy and a making the world a Public Private Sector State decides NOT to privatise our bus 


better place in general, but a better place 


ppi nit Interest 560 encounters Lobby e E the ate 


The Dept, of Jobs, Enterprise and could be sued for colossal amounts of 
Innovation commissioned a TTIP im money at the taxpayer's expense because 
sessment to be conducted by investors felt it wasn't in the interest of 

hagen Economics trade or profit margins 
The report claims TTIP will boost has been raised in relation toa clause to in trade agreements have proven tobe So what would happen when the TTIP isa direct threat to democracy 
jobs in our export industries by 3000 be included called SDS (Investor Sate disastrous around the word Minister for Heals plain cigarette pack because governments wil be shy to bring 
additional income per home. trade deal which would alow Gems to Tobacco ofa cigarette company labour laws or food safety that may and 


The report also boasted that it would sue national governments if they feel For example, the US tobacco giant Willthelawbe circumvented and the them in hot water with multinational 
most benefit manufacturing industry, local laws such as health and safety egu- Phillip Morris ìs suing the Uruguayan state brought toa court of arbitration and corporations. TTIP will result in an ab- 
particularly pharmaceutical and elec" ations food standards, environmental government for €23 milion dollarsoyer be sued via the SDS for simlar amous? dication of political derision making in 


healtheare and the insurance industry, Interfere with their business: ‘cause Philip Morris feels A wäl lose out type situations. TTIP- designed by corporations for 
‘on Castlereagh Street near midnight [support of Asta. in the North boosted by the rise of 
the shop before pouring in fuel and in the wake of the attack but was when First Minister Peter Robinson 
‘employees with no work to go to. said. incidents have occurred in ‘However the demonstration. fear, and normalised ‘us and them’ 
the racist intent behind the attack. nice people round me” she added. ‘Migrants are being scapegoated Northern Ireland, including among | political mainstream in the North 
| i litical Ib 
TA Damon Albern’s political new album 
i and culturally disuected Since eSectively disbanding Blur | illins on to the streets. Now, with | > “The problem, as Albarn sees it, is 
songwriter, there is more in 2003 to focus on his side project | Blur having reunited to record The | that this kind of cultural criticism is 
seth theocigeallineapin | chatting out pop anthems Aurn | section ia story - basset Alex to expres discontent Now be feds, 
‘Albarn’s music has always After the release of what it seemed | candidate who supported the Iraq | cuts a lonely figure, a rare breed of 
tise, lar’ 1993 landamark | 2003, the same year as the invasion of | when it cames to the political tane of’ | traditions of pop muse as political 
A E o | happened in the 90s) was entitled tackle political causes. ‘Magic Whip, with tracks like “There | with Blur and 2000s with Gorillaz, has 
“HUT bokat musicnow Doesitasy | Modern Life fs Rabbis, and served “Alongside Robert Del Naja of ‘Are Tha Many OF Ur pida up where. | been to help cirer out aad shape new 
anything? Young artists talk about as the first in a trilogy of what are ‘Massive Attack (himself noted for his | he left off on last year's solo debut terrain in pop music whilst writing 
themselves, not what's happening out | now considered to be classics of the | long-standing activism in support Everyday Robots, a mournful look songs that say something real about 
there.” These words from Blur and ‘Britpop’ genre. Albarnis observational | of Palestine), Albarn led the charge | at the increasingly alienated and the world in which we live. It's a fine 
Gorillaz frontman character based songs decried the in attempting to mobilise the music | atomised nature of life in modern tradition, and one which perhaps 
butviewed in light of his development | a theme he has revisited throughout | played a visible role in the historic | robots on our phones. ..in the process | done as much to preserve. 


B sociae wener 


socialist 


Tania SSS 


erry Carroll, People Before Profit 
Belfast City Councillor, is stand- 
ing in West Belfast for election to 
Westminster to give a political voice to 
anger at establishment parties and op 
position to austerity 
Every vote for Carroll sends a message 
to Stormont and Westminster parties de- 
manding an alternative to cuts, jb lay-offs 
and the destruction of vital public services 
Instead of austerity, Carroll demands 
increased taxes on the super-rich and the 
reigning in of corporate tax dodgers like 
Google and Amazon zi 
Carroll says "I dont consider myselfa 
politician Fm an activist a Socialist and 
an advocate of West Belfast, T believe in 
doing politics dierent: being visible on 
the ground, working for constituents and 
builinga consensus for change through 
People Power and grassroots organisation: 


Union Action 
Grassroots activism will be absolutely 
crucial to stop cuts and defend jobs, 


Despite pressure not to conti 
tion against austerity during the elect 
some Unions are seizing th opportunity 
to send a message by striking in the run 
upto May 7. à 

Bus, rail and ambulance workers are 
following-up the March 13 public sector 
strike with another 24-hour stoppage on 
theeveofthe election or 

Jimmy Kelly, UNITE general secretary 
and representing Translink workers, said 
The proposed cuts to bus and rall services 
being brought forward by Translink will 
impact the most vulnerable people in our 
sodiy including the and infirm, 
those with families, the working poor, 
those living in isolated, rural communities 
who are dependent on public transport, 

‘Cuts are being proposed to hospital 
runs, shopping services, rural routes 
and town centre buses as well as to cuts 
to morning, evening and Saturday rail 
services on the Larne Bellastand Newry 
Bangor lines 

A UNITE oficial representing am 
bulance workers explained "This fght is 
about protecting jobs and services and we 
will do what it takes to get the Stormont 
Mandarins to start treating the staff in 
health with respect and dignity” 


Ambulance workers were blocked from = These workers are right to strike and 
participating in the March 13 solidanty. However, their 
management declared a last-minute emer. strike action would be much more power 
gency clause ful ifthe ICTU called on all their member 

UNITE members across thehealthsec- unions to back them by coming out on 
torwellengageina work to ulecampaign strike as wel 
by refusing to carry out unpaid overtime 
from April 30 to May 10. GAPE 

‘GBM NHS members will take action 
T rr keke died 
27, while ambulance workers in the blic services and fight for living wage 
will ban overtime fo 
April 28. 

Members of the Royal College o 
Midwives (RCM) voted tostrike for four Belfast and Derry were met with large 
hours on April 30 to demand a 1% wage and calls for solidarity over 

already been given to their colleagues scapegoating. 
ngland, Scotland and Wales. Thisis The homopbobic outburst by Northern 
and DUP MLA 


cewhen deserve our 


sh 


the frst such vote in the colleges 134- Ireland Health Mins 
year history Wells has been widely condemned 


The March 13 day ofaction across the and greeted with calls 
North organised by the Irish Congress resignation. 

of Trade Unions demonstrated the tre- Whatever the outcome of the 
mendous power of the labour movement Westminster elections, all the establish: 
Strikes by bus, rail, ambulance workers ment parties are committed to continuing 
in the run-up to May 7 will also senda austerity 

Powerful message to Stormont that resist- M ridiculous for Sinn Fein to aima. 
ance to austerity will continue. vote for them is'a vote against austerity 


or his imme 


as their election literature states when 
they are for the full implementation of 
the Stormont House Agreement with its 
package of 20,000 jobs cuts, reduction 

he Corporate Tax rate and increased 
privatisation of public services. 

Austerity that leads to increased 
poverty and inequality is a potential 
Ereeding ground for the politics of hate 
and scapegoating 

Tis why challenging austerity and 
\ghting for working class solidarity over 
division and racism is key and must go 
hand-in-hand. 


Keep up the Pressure 

Stormont parties as Sinn Feins U-tum 
on Walare Reform showed, are susceptible 
to pressure. 

To do this we will need more coordi 
nated strike action by all the unions and 
the threat of sustained action, not just 
one-day strikes 

Union eaderships and activists now 
have a crucial role to play in preparing 

on members and co-workers for 
jore action in defense of jobs and pub 


There outrage atthe daly news ofthe 
inptfcsacos be Nath Gras 
Campaigns can puah back against these 
cuts and involve union, community and 
Student activists. 

In Derry, over 100 attended an anti- 
austerity rally initiated by People Before 
Prot 

The rally drew together activists in 
volved in housing, health, disability, arts, 
enact and tride union struggles 

When the Westminster election ends 
the campaign for the Northa Assembly 
elections will begi 

Resistance through strikes and protests 
is crucial but we also need apolitical a 
ternative tothe parties of austerity, 

Trade union, community and student 
struggles need a political voice that can 
Encourage resistance and presentan aler 
native tothe politics of alsterity. bigotry 
and sectarianism on otter in Stormont 

This is exactly what Gerry Carrols 
campaign and People Before Pront 
tilt across the North are aiming to do 
by standing for Westminster and through 
organising grassroots struggle over the 
coming ye 


Mema 


THE terrible desth by drown 
refugees on the morning of Sunday 19 
April was like a flash of ighining that 
suddenly lit up the sky and threw a 
Bright light on the callous racism and 
imped ofthe European Union 

st, the simple undeniable fact hat 
these deaths, and the total for 2013 is 
how over 1300, were a direct result of 
EU policy. 

Last autumn they cold bloodedly 
cancelled the Mare Nostrum sea rescue 
programme and replaced it with the, 
Puch cheaper, Frontex operation 
which was about border Control not 


hey did this because they believed. 
as British Foreign Otic minister, 
Fady Anela plied in the Hote 
of Lorde that Senach amd resent 
operon! were aa uaiteadcd pall 
iter eacoangiog tote aipame 
tenpe the daepttena sca oti 
tn other won i wee let then demen 
they cep cing 

Second the ac that part ofthe 
teana for hs diyecek polky 
isthe dei of the menatca 


governments of Britain. France, them because they are committed to 
Germany etc to appease the racist and nd profits 

fascist parties ot d the fact that EU gover 
The far right are building support by 

turning ange atthe hardship caused 
by austerity into racism scapegoat 
of foreigners, immigrants and ref 
The mainstream have to appease 


Failed State 
We hear that Libya is a Yailed state 
Are we supposed to forget that in 2011 
this state was bombed and invaded by 

h Britain and France in the 


They said it was a humanitarian 
mission but the 
had achieved their twin aims of 

overthrowing Colonel Gadaffi and 


they walked away 
creed 

its the same sory in Ira 
Afghanistan and Yemen. Where 
Western governments dont actually 
bombs invade or occupy they sell 
weapons 1o corrupt and brutal 
dictators lke AL-Sistin Egypt or the 
Saudi Arabian regime, who do the 


'the fact that despite a 

' a certain modicum of crocodile 
e iain repona of the EU 

sta the tragedy is not 

o accept refugees but to intensify 

operations to detain them abd prevent 


Mediterranean tragedy exposes EU racism 


Racist Myths 
We should never underestimate 
the callous inhumanity our rulers are 
capable of bat in this, and many other 
Cases, they are better able to get away 
way with this inhumanity because 
ofthe racist mythe they spread so 

assiduously. 

Tt is a myth that refugees and 
migrants are a threat to our societies 
or fo the interests of ordinary people 
whether the numbers they come in are 
large or small. They do not take our 
jobs or ‘steal our benefits’ or cause the 
rousing crisis 

Itis the economic erisis caused by 
the greed of the rich that has created 
unemployment, recession, poverty 
and homelessness, not the presente of 
immigrants 

‘On the contrary, provided they are 
allowed to work, migrant workers 
make huge contributions to the 
countries they arrive in just as Irish 
workers made contributions to 


countries to which they were forced to 


emigrate 

“The problem is the 1% need 
scapegoats and they will let people die 
rather than give them up. 


